
Transition Booklet 

 

Welcome to  

Key Stage 1  

  
Waverley Junior Academy 



Welcome to Key Stage 2 

 

Now that your child is nearly ready to leave Foundation Stage and start in Key Stage 1, you will notice some 

changes in curriculum, routines and expectations of your child. They will begin to follow the new National   

Curriculum through a series of creative stimuli; engaging and exciting them within their learning. They  will be 

encouraged to apply, extend and deepen their learning and understanding further. Our key aim at Waverley is 

to ensure that all of our pupils are making good progress within their learning and are prepared for the next 

stage; we plan and deliver exciting and challenging lessons to ensure that pupils want to learn. Children need 

to be motivated to learn effectively and it is your child’s responsibility to drive themselves forward and to 

learn from their mistakes. In this welcome booklet, we will explain the key information needed to understand 

where your child is within their learning journey and how you can help them to build upon their learning at 

home.  

Our school details are: 

Principal: Mrs C. Keeton 

Waverley Junior Academy 

Waverley Walk 

Rotherham 

S60 8DD 

Telephone number:  

E-mail:  info@waverleyacademy.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/waverleyjunioracademy 

Web:  www.waverleyacademy.org 

 

We would like to introduce you to our Key Stage 1 team. 

Mrs R. Bolton              Vice Principal & Key Stage 1 Leader  

Miss A. Taylor                         Year 2 Lead Teacher (Sharks) 

Miss C. Lilley              Year 1/ Year 2 Teacher  (Whales) 

Mrs A. Royle                Year 1 Teacher  (Pandas) 

 

 

As more members of the team are appointed we will introduce them to you via email and Facebook.  

Please feel free to speak to any member of staff if you have any questions or queries. 

Please be aware that school have the right to change staff at any point. 

 

mailto:school@listerdale.org
http://www.facebook.com/listerdaleschool
http://www.listerdale.org


Curriculum and assessment 

What is a Key Stage?  

Your child will be shortly moving from Foundation Stage into Key Stage 1 (years 1-2; ages 5-7). They will then 

move into Key Stage 2 (years 3-6; ages 7-11).  

The National Curriculum outline which subjects children must learn about at school and also divides them into 

age appropriate groups called Key Stages. At each Key Stage, all children in mainstream education will learn 

about certain subjects and have the opportunity to learn key skills. These may be learnt within an overarching 

topic or may be taught discreetly.   

The curriculum at KS1 comprises of: 

Core subjects; 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

Foundation Subjects; 

 Computing  

 Art and Design 

 Design and Technology 

 History 

 Geography 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Citizenship 

 PHSE including SRE  

Religious Education is taught at Waverley Primary School and it is our aim to provide a broad and balanced RE 

curriculum to promote the spiritual and moral growth of pupils as well as to develop an appreciation of Chris-

tianity and other principal religions. Parents have a right to withdraw their child from Religious Education. If a 

child is withdrawn from Religious Education they will be supervised in a different class preferably within the 

same Key Stage.  

 

Topics covered 

Each term, Key Stage 1 have a different overarching topic through which to learn .  You will be able to learn 

more about your child’s topic by looking at the class page of the website.  



How is attainment and progress measured and communicated with parents? 

The National Curriculum provides a programme of study (PoS) for each area of learning, pupils are constantly 

monitored and assessed against these. If pupils can securely do all of the age expected PoS by the end of the 

year then they will be classed as working at age related expectations; if they have secured these earlier in the 

year and have then developed a deeper level of understanding then they will be classed as exceeding age                    

related expectations (working at greater depth) and if they are not secure by the end of the year then they will 

be classed as working towards the age related expectations. Each class teacher will carry out summative                     

assessments every term.  These are analysed by the class teacher, and senior leaders to ensure that pupil’s 

attainment and progress are being closely monitored and appropriate interventions/opportunities for deeper 

challenge are planned for and delivered.  Waverley  JA also work with other schools within  ACET and the local 

authority to moderate expectations. 

Information on your child’s progress will be shared with parents at Parents Evening in the Autumn and Spring 

terms. In addition to these, you will also receive a report about your child at the end of the school year, which 

will summarise their achievements and effort throughout the year and their attainment at the end of the year.  

You will have the opportunity to discuss this with your child’s class teacher. 

 

Phonics screening Year 1:  

Whilst your child is in year 1 they will have a phonics screening test which will assess whether your child is at 

expected level for their phonics (pass) or working towards (not pass). This phonics-screening test takes place 

during June and therefore it is essential that no year 1 child takes any form of leave in this month. You will      

receive more information during your child’s time in year 1. 

 

SATS year 2: 

Once your child reaches year 2 (their final year in KS1), they will take part in a range of Statutory Assessment 

Tests (SATs). These take place during the May and therefore it is essential that no year 2 child take any form of 

leave in the month of May). All year 2 children in England have to take part in these tests unless they are work-

ing well outside of the expectations of their year group. Once the tests have been completed nationally,    

standardised scores are published which allow us to analyse who is working at expected, below expected or at 

greater depth. More information will follow once your child is in year 2.  

 

General communication with parents 

Your child’s wellbeing continues to be paramount to us and therefore teachers are happy to meet with or talk 

with parents/carers when needed and appropriate. A member of staff will be available on the Key Stage 1 

doors at the beginning and end of the school day and will pass any messages on.  Teachers are usually          

available at the end of the school day for short messages, to clarify information etc. This would be a good time 

to catch the class teacher.  Please be aware that for learning to begin promptly, teachers do not have much 

time before school and have meetings on some evenings after school and therefore if it is something that may 

be lengthier please book an appointment through the school office. 

A termly newsletter is sent out from the Principal sharing information about events that have already taken 

place and the outcomes of these and also inform parents of events that will be taking place the following term. 

Don’t forget to the check the Google Calendar on the website.  



We also have a texting service and will regularly send out text messages to remind parents of up and coming 

events etc. Please ensure you prepare your children appropriately for the up and coming events e.g. school 

trips, non-uniform days etc.  

We continue to hold ‘Parent Creative Sessions’ and ’Parent Showcase’  within Key Stage 1 giving parents       

opportunities to work with their child/ren in the classroom and to offer an insight into your child’s learning. 

These sessions also help parents to better-understand how and what children are learning – learning age-

appropriate technical language, strategies etc. 

 

Pride assembly and other class rewards 

In each of the Key Stage 1 classes, there are two children chosen at the end of each week to receive a 

“Pride Award” . This can be for a number of reasons, such as positive attitudes to learning, resilience, 

politeness, effort and achievement, and many others.  Teachers may link the reasons for pride 

awards to our Fabulous Five behaviour system. These children will have a certificate                                  

presented in assembly, which they bring home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dojos will be awarded in class to create a positive culture.  Reasons for awarding a Dojo can be found 
in our behaviour policy (see website).  Using the Dojo system, the five children with the highest 
points each week, will be entered into a raffle draw.  They will receive a small prize from the           
Principal.  Dojo points will be re-set every week.    We do not use class Dojo as a method of                                     

communication with parents. 

 

Star Badge Awards 

Two pupils from each class who show they can maintain individual “Gold Standard” learning behav-
iours will receive a star pin badge at the end of a half term.  This will be awarded if their behaviour 
has been impeccable both in lessons and during unstructured times of the day.  This standard will be 
displayed around the academy.  Pupils are identified for this reward if they have gone above and     
beyond in the areas displayed in school. The pin badges are presented in an assembly and those                  
children who achieve the Gold Standard star badge will have a postcard sent home to inform                        
parents/carers of their impeccable attitude to learning and will be invited to celebrate with the                           
Principal. 



Timings of the day: 

Beginning of the school day 

Children will be able to enter the school building via the Key Stage 1 doors from 8:40.  Children may enter the 

school site from 8:30. However, please be aware staff do not supervise the playground until the school opens 

at 8:40. Class teachers will be ready to greet the children in their classrooms.  Registers are taken at                                  

approximately 8:50 and children ready to start learning promptly at 8.50, while the register is being taken. 

Please note that the doors close at 9:00 so therefore if your child arrives after this time they will need to go 

straight to reception to sign in and to make their dinner choice before going to their classroom. 

Assembly time 

In Key Stage 1, your child will be part of the whole school assemblies and the Key Stage 1 assemblies.          

Children in Key Stage 1 set the standards for Foundation Stage children within assemblies and therefore     

expectations of their behaviours and attitudes is very high. Each week we have three  whole school themed 

assemblies starting with a “Ready to Learn” assembly  Monday, “Aspirational People” on Wednesday and 

“Pride’’ Assembly on Friday.  Tuesday and Thursday’s assembly will promote a love for reading.  

Playtime  

In Key Stage 1, your child will  have a morning playtime 10:15 – 10:30.  They will no longer have a timetabled 

afternoon break this will be at the discretion of individual teaching staff.  We find children are generally        

enjoying their afternoon learning and a break interrupts this. However,  there may be some occasions where 

the class teacher feels it appropriate, either as reward or learning break to separate 2 lessons.  There is al-

ways free fruit or vegetables available for the Key Stage 1 children to eat during their playtimes (school fruit 

scheme).  Alternatively  your child is allowed to bring one healthy snack from home to be eaten during     

playtime e.g a cereal bar, small bag of healthy popcorn, a piece of fruit etc. Please be aware that it is your 

child’s responsibility to place their rubbish into the bins provided.  Treats/snacks must NOT contain nuts as 

we have several children in school with nut allergies.  

Dinnertime  

In Key Stage 1, your child’s dinnertime is  between 11:45-12:30. They will enter the school hall for dinners 

after the Foundation Stage children have been served. Once your child has eaten their dinner, they go back 

to their cloakroom, put on their coats and go outside to play (unless it is heavily raining or not safe with ice/

snow – in which case they will play inside instead). School mid-day supervisors or teaching assistants look 

after the children at dinnertimes and communicate with the class teachers. Class teachers and other teaching 

staff are visual around school during dinnertimes to encourage and promote good behaviour and the right 

choices.  

End of the school day 

School finishes at 3.00 – please be aware that this is the end of learning time and therefore your child may 

come out of school a little while after this due to time taken to get ready to go home. All KS1 children must 

be collected from he KS1 entrance by a responsible adult. Please let us know if someone unknown will be 

collecting your child so that we are aware who we are looking for and set up a password for them to use. 

Children will only be allowed to go when a KS1 member of staff sees a known parent/carer (or a person           

specified by yourself – if different to normal). Please aim to be on time to collect your child - five minutes 

may only be a short time to an adult but it can seem like an eternity to a young child, especially when all the 

other children have gone.  



Learning at home: 

Phonics: 

As the children learn a set of new sounds, flashcards of these sounds will be sent home for them to practise 

daily. Later in the year as we prepare for the Phonics Screening Check (Year 1) a selection of  real and pseudo 

(alien) words will be sent home to support this.  

Reading:  

To support our ‘read and repeat’ reading scheme (see phonics policy) your child will only change their books 

on a Monday and Friday in Key Stage 1. They will bring home a phonics levelled book which is for your child 

to read to you and a reading for pleasure book which is for you to read to them. You should be reading with 

your child at least 4 times a week and adding a comment in your child’s school planner.  The class teacher 

will add comments to the planner during guided reading sessions and will note down any sounds or words 

your child would benefit from practising at home.  

Spellings:  

Your child will receive a set of spellings once a week which will be stuck in their school planner. It is im-

portant that you help your child to learn the words ready to be tested at school the following week (details 

of these days will be on class pages on the website as they may differ between classes). Your child’s score will 

be recorded in their school planner after the test. Any spellings that your child can not spell correctly within 

the test will be recorded and shared with you at the end of each half term, these words will need to continue 

to be learnt and will be retested in school the following half term. However, please remember that when 

learning spellings, it is not just for a ‘test’ and your child needs to remember these long term so coming back 

to old spellings is really useful!  

Timestables :  

Your child will need to know and understand their timestables in order to be able to be an  efficient,                          

accurate, confident mathematician in the future. They need to learn their timestables in any order and not 

just as a pattern. By the end of Key Stage 1 the times tables that all children should know are: 2, 5 and 10. It 

is important that you work with your child on these timestables regularly at home. Timetables will be given 

as home learning weekly in year 2 and tested within school the next week (and when appropriate in year 1). 

Your child’s score will be added to their school planner weekly so that you can monitor your child’s progress.  

Basic mathematical knowledge:  

In addition to having secure timetable knowledge, it is important that your child learns and understands oth-

er key mathematical facts e.g. number bonds to 10, 20, 100 etc. One piece of maths home learning will be 

given each week and this will support your child with securing number facts and knowledge which will lead 

to accurate and efficient mathematicians in the future. This will be recorded in the school planners each 

week. 

Learning Grids:    

At Waverley we understand each family has their own priorities for completing homework therefore,  each 

half-term, your child will receive a learning grid project which can  be completed at your own discretion.  This 

will be recorded in your child’s planner.  



Some suggestions on how you could help your child at home: 

The most important message to give your child/ren is that learning is fun. Most of the learning you can do 

with your child at this stage in their development is through talking and playing games together.  

 Talk to your child about what they are learning at school. 

 Encourage them to find out things for themselves. 

 Read books with your child. Take them to the local library and help them to choose books. 

 Let your child help you around the home. 

 Listen to your child. Encourage them to ask questions. If you do not have the answer, why not find out 

together? 

How to help with homework: 

Although home work can be completed by children independently, we suggest parents and carers are                             

actively involved in supporting their children’s homework as this will make it most meaningful. 

 Spread the homework over several days rather than trying to complete it in one long session.  

 Make sure your child has a quiet place to work with no distractions. 

 Talk through the activity with your child before they start. 

 Encourage and praise them when they have completed the activities. 

 Listen to them as they read and show you what they have done. 

 Help test their spellings and check that they remember the meanings of the words. 

 Help them to learn their times tables and to increase their speed. 

 Visit the library and get books out on topics they may be learning about. 

 Extend the activities where appropriate. 

Reading with your child: 

Children learn about reading by listening to stories, by making up a story as they turn the pages of a book 

and by reading print of all kinds. Reading with your child is one of the best ways to help your child learn to 

read. If reading is fun, your child will want to read with you. 

 Children should read for 10 to 15 minutes a day (at least 4 times a week). 

 Find a relaxing and comfortable place to read together away from distractions. 

 Choose a time when you both want to read. If your child is too tired, then choose an earlier time. 

 Let your child choose which book/text to read. It is important for them to feel engaged with the book/

text. Children will often choose favourite stories that they know by heart. This is fine and a normal 

part of learning to read.  

 Before starting to read the story, talk about the cover, the title, the author and predict what the book 

may be about.  

 Do not always read the book straight through to the end. As you read, pause to talk about the pic-

tures, discuss what has happened and what may happen next.  



 Always praise your child, particularly when they have corrected themselves. This helps build up                            

confidence and makes reading pleasurable. 

 After finishing the book, talk about it together. Try asking:  

     Were you right about what you thought was going to happen in the book? 

     Have you read any other books like this?  

     If the story carried on, what might happen? 

     Which character did you like best/least? Why? 

As your child becomes a more confident reader encourage them to read by themselves a little each day. 

This should be in addition to reading with you. 

Phonics 

Phonics are a key part of early reading and writing. If you have internet access at home, there are many 

good interactive activities and games online to help practise phonics. We offer a parent phonic workshop 

during Autumn term to support parents with their own understanding of phonics and in turn help to make 

you more confident about supporting your child at home.  

Writing with your child 

Learning to write well is an important communication skill. Children learn about writing from watching              

others and from the writing they see around them – things like adverts, notes and letters. One of the most 

important ways to encourage your child to write is by providing them with a model of a writer – you! 

 Always praise your child to develop their confidence as a writer (even if their writing is not entirely 

recognisable). 

 Choose a time when your child wants to write and when you are able to help. However, if your child 

is reluctant, don’t insist. 

 Talk with your child before they begin to write. This will help them clarify their ideas. 

 Encourage your child to try to write for themselves, even if they make mistakes. Suggest they have a 

go with words that they don’t know how to spell. They need to say the word slowly and write down 

the sounds that they hear. 

 As your child begins to write at home, do not over-emphasise neatness in their writing attempts. 

When children write they need to get their ideas down first. 

 Children need to feel that they are writing for a purpose. This can be in the form of letters to friends, 

stories, shopping lists, making and writing greeting cards, plans for a party, postcards and diaries. 

 Children can often be encouraged to write if they have nice notebooks or mini whiteboards to use.  

 Encourage children to use the sounds they have learnt in phonics—if they spell words incorrectly but 

phonetically this is ok! 

 
 



School Uniform 

All children need to be in full school uniform (once the guidance for the COVID-19 pandemic allows this).  

It is a good idea to provide your child with a spare set of clothes in case of accidents, however we do have 

some spares in school and will always ensure that your child is looked after if they do have an accident at 

school (please wash these spare clothes and return to school).  

Please can you ensure that your child has a coat with them every day as they have access to the outside 

learning environment.  Also, during periods of hot weather please ensure that your child brings a sun hat 

and sun cream every day to school. 

Please ensure your child has sensible footwear (as stated in the uniform policy) as some sandals and flip-

flops can be dangerous when running and climbing.   

Uniform 

 Grey trousers / dress /skirt/ shorts/ yellow gingham dress in summer 

 Yellow polo shirt  

 School jumper * 

 Black shoes * 

 School coat (optional) * 

 Book bag * 

PE kit: 

 Black shorts (black tracksuit bottoms in winter) 

 Yellow T shirt (round neck not polo shirt) 

 Black pumps for in door PE/trainers for outdoor PE  

* Purchased from Pinders Schoolwear. 

Hair accessories: 

All hair accessories should be plain, small and unobtrusive.  

We ask that: 

 ALL school uniform is labelled with your child’s name on the inside  

 Your child’s PE kit is kept in a named bag, preferably a drawstring one. 

 You remind your child to bring their kit home to be washed at the end of each half term. 

 You check throughout the academic year that your child’s PE kit fits them still including pumps and 

trainers please. 

 Jewellery is not worn at school. If your child has pierced ears they may wear small, plain gold or silver 

stud earrings. These should not be worn for PE and must be removed at home prior to their PE day/s. 

 

We hope that this answers many of your questions and we hope that your child enjoys their time in Key 

Stage 1. We will do everything we can to ensure that your child’s experience at Waverley Junior Academy 

is the very best that it can be.  


